
 
 

Hannah 
 

      Hannah was married to an Israelite man, a Levite named Elkanah. In those days God 
allowed men to have more than one wife and often there were bad feelings among the 
wives. This was the case in Elkanah's family. His other wife, Peninnah had children, but 
Hannah had no children. She was so sad and desperately wanted to have a child. She even 
refused to eat. Peninnah provoked and aggravated her all the time and made her life 
miserable. 

      Every year the family went to Shiloh to worship. Elkanah saw Hannah crying and 
refusing to eat and he spoke to her gently and tried to comfort her. Hannah got up and 
went to the tabernacle by herself to worship the Lord. She prayed and asked Him to give 
her a son. She said if He would give her this child she would make a vow to give him 
back to the Lord and no razor would ever cut his hair. This was called the Nazarite vow. 
Hannah was praying silently and her lips were moving, but no sound was coming from 
her mouth. Eli, the high priest and judge, when he saw her doing this, thought she had 
been drinking alchohol and was drunk. He confronted her about it and told her to put 
away the wine. She told him she was not drunk, but was sorrowful and pouring out her 
heart to the Lord. After she told him her story he understood what was happening. 



 He told her to go in peace because the Lord was going to answer her prayer and give her 
a child. 

      Hannah believed the words of the priest Eli. She was a changed person. No longer 
was she sad. She was a happy, joyful person because she knew in her heart that she 
would have a son just as the priest had said. She began to eat her meals. If Peninnah 
taunted her or made fun of her it made no difference because she knew she also would 
soon be a mother. 

      The family returned to their home in Ramah and in time Hannah did have a baby boy. 
She named him Samuel, a word which means "heard by God". God had heard her prayer 
and answered it. 

      When it came time for the family to go to Shiloh the next year to worship, Hannah 
stayed home with her young son. She said, "Not until the child is weaned; then I will take 
him,  that he may appear before the Lord and remain there forever." Later when Samuel 
was a little older his mother took him with her to worship. She also took sacrifices to 
offer. When she saw Eli she told him she was the woman who had prayed there earlier. 
She left Samuel at the tabernacle to be raised by Eli the priest. Samuel would be 
dedicated to the Lord all his life. She kept her promise to return him to Shiloh to serve the 
Lord. 

      While Samuel was in Shiloh ministering to the Lord Hannah did not forget about her 
child. Oh no, he was on her mind all the time, and every year as he grew taller and taller 
she came back and brought him a robe that would be just the right size for him. God also 
blessed her with MORE children. She and Elkanah had three more sons and two 
daughters. 

You can read the story of Hannah in 1 Samuel chapters 1 and 2. 
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