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Productions

Suffer-less Suffixes

Multi-Media Lesson for

Special Learners on the 

Early Elementary Level

Goal:

To utilize a multi-media, music oriented approach in learning guidelines for spelling words to which suffixes have been added

Objectives:

By the end of the unit, the participant will:

· Articulate three guidelines to use when adding suffixes to base words
· Determine whether given base words and suffixes fall into one of the three categories, and which guideline should be used
· Correctly apply the guidelines when generating suffix-appended words
· Sing three new songs
Duration:

Twelve lessons of thirty minutes each

Instructional Strategy:

· Lesson 1, 2, and 3  

· Listen to sound file for The 1-1-1 Spelling Rule found at http://www.gardenofpraise.com/spell1.htm
· Display song text from web page on Smartboard- sing song
· Place a root word on the “suffix clothes line” (see Fig. 1)
· Spell root word rhythmically – “With an ‘s’ and an ‘a’ and a ‘d’ while pointing to corresponding letters.
· Determine from first half of the song text whether this word has “1 syllable, 1 vowel, 1 consonant at the end”
· Add suffix to the clothes line
· Determine if suffix is “-er, -est, -ed, -ing, or sometimes –y” from next portion of song
· Ask students “what do we do?”
· Students respond “Double the consonant and add the suffix. You have used the 1-1-1 spelling rule” (last portion of song text from Smartboard)
· Spell entire word in a rhythmic fashion – “With an ‘s’ and an ‘a’ and a dou-ble ‘d’-‘d’ and an ‘l’ and a ‘y’!”
· Repeat entire process with new word and/or suffix
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· Lesson 4

· Use interactive practice with entire class by projecting web page practice words on SmartBoard

· Administer quiz with three forced choice words (multiple choice) and two dictated spelling words.

· Lessons 5, 6, and 7

· Repeat Lessons 1, 2, and 3 using The Y Rule found at  http://www.gardenofpraise.com/spell3.htm. Periodically review  The 1-1-1 Spelling Rule
· Lesson 8

· Interactive practice of Y Rule on SmartBord

· Quiz (as in Lesson 4 above)

· Lesson 9, 10, and 11

· Repeat Lessons 1, 2, and 3 using The E Rule found at  http://www.gardenofpraise.com/spell2.htm. Periodically review  The 1-1-1 Spelling Rule and  The Y Rule
· Lesson 12

· Interactive practice of Y Rule on SmartBoard

· Quiz (as in Lesson 4 above)

Prerequisites:

Students must be able to

· Spell several simple base words

· Distinguish between vowels and consonants

· Identify the number of syllables in a given word

· Determine if a final ‘e’ is silent

Assessment/Evaluation:

Student performance of these activities will be assessed in a number of ways as follow:

· Student participation in lessons

· Paper and pencil quizzes

· Interactive practice using web site and Smartboard

Other Related Activities:

· Have students identify suffix-affixed words in regular reading assignments

· Encourage use of suffixes in journal assignments by assigning topics such as “Things I used to do when I was a baby”, “Biggest, Best, and Most”, or “Right now I would rather be …”

· Allow students individual practice time at the computer by accessing the three web sites

· Take students to a sandy spot outside and have them practice writing suffix-affixed words in the sand with their feet, fingers, sticks, or other objects

Materials Needed by Teacher:

· SmartBoard and Internet access

· Recording of sound files found at http://www.gardenofpraise.com/spell1.htm, http://www.gardenofpraise.com/spell2.htm, and http://www.gardenofpraise.com/spell3.htm
· 36” narrow elastic for “clothes line” (see Fig. 1 above)
· Collection of base word and suffix flash cards (see Fig. 1)
· Clothes pins or paperclips
