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It was the Sabbath day and Jesus was in the town of Capernaum. He went into the
synagogue and taught. He taught with such power the people were amazed. They had
never heard anyone speak with such authority!

In the synagogue there was a man who had an unclean spirit, a devil living in his body.
This unclean spirit recognized Jesus for who he was and cried out, "Leave us alone, Jesus
of Nazareth! Have you come to destroy us? We know who you are, you are the Holy One
of God."

Jesus told the spirit to be quiet and come out of the man. It obeyed him and left the man's
body without doing him harm. Sometimes the evil spirits harmed the people they were
inhabiting.

The people who saw it happen were amazed. Jesus had so much authority even spirits
obeyed him! News of his power began to spread as people throughout the countryside of
Galilee were talking about the amazing miracles he was performing.

This is the fourth recorded miracle of Jesus. This is the beginning of Year Two of Jesus'
ministry, The Great Galilean Ministry.
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